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The Rideau Canal Corridor –  
A Unique Heritage Region 

 

The Rideau Canal has been honoured with  

many distinctions: 

• National Historic Site of Canada 1925 

• Canadian Heritage River 2000 

• UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 2002 

• UNESCO World Heritage Site 2007 

• National Geographic Society 2008 

• Google World Wonders 2012 
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Engineering Technology 



Defensible Structures 



Landscape setting 



Landscape setting 



Landscape setting 



World Heritage Committee’s  
Recommendation 

“… following the completion of the study of the visual 
setting of the canal, consideration is given to 
strengthening its visual protection outside the buffer 
zone, in order to ensure the visual values of the setting 
are protected alongside environmental values.”  

 



Jurisdictional Complexity 

• 13 municipalities with approval authority over local land 
use planning and development, plus 3 upper-tier levels 

• Provincial ministries (8+) and 2 conservation authorities 
responsible for land use planning, natural environment, 
cultural heritage, mining activity, transportation, 
agriculture, water quality and tourism 

• Federal agencies (3+) with responsibility for federal lands 
(Parks Canada, National Capital Commission, Department 
of National Defence) 

• Many active not-for-profit organizations, citizens groups 
and countless private property owners and businesses 
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Strategy Representatives 
• 2 First Nations communities  

• 13 municipalities  

• 3 counties  

• 2 conservation authorities 

• The Province of Ontario, represented by the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing 

• 2 federal agencies – Parks Canada and the National Capital 
Commission 



Key Activities: 2010-2011 
• Review and analysis of existing planning policies 
• Formal submission into Ontario’s Provincial Policy Statement review 
• Compilation of GIS mapping for the entire corridor 

• Development of a Statement of Work and a Request for Proposals to 
hire a consultant to undertake a Landscape Character Assessment and 
provide planning and management recommendations 

 



Key Activity 2012: 

Landscape Character Assessment & 

Planning and Management 
Recommendations Report 



Landscape Character Assessment 

• The distinctive and recognizable 
pattern of elements in the 
landscape that give a locality its 
“sense of place” 

• To identify key features and 
values of the Rideau Corridor in 
order to support more effective 
planning and management of 
the Rideau Corridor’s 
landscapes into the future 

 

 

 



Study Process 

1.  Information Scoping  

• exploring what information is already out there 

2.  Desk-based research  

• review of past character descriptions, documenting 
the land use, cultural features, natural conditions, 
policy areas and special visual resources in the 
Corridor 

3.  Field Evaluation 

• On land and water  

4.  Final Report 

 





Public Engagement 
• Throughout the project: 

• RCLS website: www.pc.gc.ca/rideau 

• Project website: www.rcls-sacr.ca 

• Infobulletins, communiques, videos with the Chair 

• Twitter and Facebook updates, Flikr photo database 

• Two rounds of public consultation workshops, March 
and August (8 in total) 

• Visual Preference Survey 

• On-water field work 



Viewshed Analysis 
 

• Mapping of 
topography and 
vegetation 

• Visibility test to 
determine views into 
and from the canal 

• Based on 4 to 5 
metres above the 
canal elevation to 
simulate view from 
top of large boat 

 



Visual Values from 
Public Consultation 
Workshops 

• Heritage/culture 

• Nature/recreation 

• Tourism/economy 

• Other valuable aspect 



Landscape Character 
Areas and Values 

• 4 geographic sectors, 12 
landscape character 
areas, 19 landscape 
character units based on: 

• Watershed divide in 
Upper Rideau Lake 

• Evolution of the canal 

• Landscape 
characteristics 



Visual Preference Survey 



Planning & Management Recommendations 

• Tools should be part of a coordinated, comprehensive and 
integrated approach that addresses priority issues 

• Implementable, suitable to scale and resources of varying 
jurisdictions 

• Jurisdictionally appropriate 

• The approaches have varying degrees of effectiveness and 
appropriateness  relative to the sensitivity of the landscape 

• Activity Groups:  

• Regulatory and Quasi-regulatory 

• Community Based 

• Operational 

• Communication 



Current Issues and Priorities for Action 

• Key landscape issues relate to :  

• Negative visual impacts of development from the canal 

• Unhealthy shorelines and shoreline management 

• Close proximity of development to the shoreline 

• Determining Priorities: 

• “Carrot and stick” philosophy to manage issues coupled with 
engagement to strengthen relationships 

• Build a strategy with approaches that mitigate existing issues 
and approaches that can minimize or eliminate issues arising 
from new development  









Current and Next Steps: Implementation 

• 2013 Update to 2010 Planning Policy 
Checklist – Review of existing planning 
policies, regulations that affect the 
Rideau Canal; identification of 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 

• Corridor-wide GIS database for RCLS 
use 

• 10 Principles for Good Shoreline 
Development 

• Consistency in Official Plan policies 
and bylaws  

• Enhanced  public education and 
communication of jurisdictional 
responsibilities 

 



Key Outcomes of the Report 
• Regional definitions of the Corridor’s landscape character areas 

and units 

• Regional scale delineation of the Corridor’s viewshed 

• An understanding of the many stakeholder interests in the 
Corridor’s landscape 

• An understanding of the many issues facing the sustainability of 
the Corridor’s landscape character 

• Testing particular assertions regarding the public preference of 
particular landscape characteristics through a Visual Preference 
Survey 

• Identification of the planning and management approaches for 
sustaining the Corridor’s landscape character and the potential 
stakeholders that could be involved 

• An implementation plan to help guide action 

 

 



More Information 
 

www.pc.gc.ca/rideau 

www.rcls-sacr.ca 
 

rideaucanal-
info@pc.gc.ca 
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