
Ad Hoc Committee on the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford 
By-Law No. 24 – 2010 on Signage 

 
 
Minutes of the Meeting held April 19, 2016, 5:30 pm, Municipal Meeting Room 
Merrickville-Wolford Municipal Building 
 
Members present: 
Ann Barr, Committee Chair 
Leslie Way, Terry Hamway, Connie Adams – Members 
 
1. Additions to the Agenda 
a) The Chair set out the general rules of conduct applicable to Municipal 
Committees. All agreed. 
 
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 
The Chair noted that she had discussed all potential conflict of interest and 
pecuniary interest with the Chief Administrative Officer for the Municipality.   All 
agreed. 
 
3. Discussion of Previous Minutes 
Not applicable as this was the inaugural meeting of the Committee. 
 
4. Delegations and Public Input 
It was noted that Joan Spencer from the Sidecar Café expressed interest in attending 
future meetings of the Committee. All agreed. 
 
5. Old Business 
Not applicable. 
 
6. New Business 
 
The Committee set out the main points of concern with respect to signage and 
advertising in general. These were identified as follows: 

a. there is a need to bring more attention to businesses located on streets 
other than St. Lawrence Street and changes need to be brought to the 
existing By-Law No. 24-2010 to facilitate signage and advertising for 
businesses on side streets; 

b. all signage and street decorations, including flowers, should be consistent 
throughout the Municipality and be inclusive of all areas of interest in the 
Municipality, including the beach, community center, library, trails and 
other municipal locations; 

c. signage and advertising throughout  should enhance, preserve and 
maintain the Municipality’s historical character and ambiance and, with 
this in mind, the bylaw regulating advertising should be revisited; 



d. the use of “sandwich board” signs along St Lawrence St. are seen as 
redundant for those businesses located on St Lawrence given existing 
signage for those businesses; and 

e. the By-Law must be enforced with respect to outdated cast iron signage, 
i.e. remove signs for non-existent businesses. 

 
6.1 Review existing Section 7 of By-Law No. 24 – 2010 
 
The Committee reviewed the existing By-Law and made the following comments 
and recommendations: 

a. Subsections 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.9 and 7.10 were found to be acceptable 
without changes. 

b. Subsection 7.6 regarding the use of sandwich boards should be repealed 
for reasons stated above and redrafted to reflect the concerns set out by 
the Committee. In their stead, it is proposed that business directory signs 
or plaques be installed at all intersections along St. Lawrence Street to 
direct individuals to businesses located on side streets. It is 
recommended that these directory signs be affixed on the existing posts 
maintained by the Municipality for the Directional Finger Signs and that 
the signs or plaques be modeled after the heritage plaques around the 
Village. 

c. Subsection 7.7 regarding the Directional Finger Signs: 
i. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection 7.7 fly in the face of accepted 

competitive business practices by requiring businesses to 
purchase directional finger signs from a single supplier. Further, it 
does not adhere to the principles set out in the Municipal 
Procurement Policy requiring that all contracts for goods and 
services by the Municipality must go to public tender (see XXXX ).  
It is recommended that this subsection be repealed and replaced 
with more appropriate language. 

ii. Until such time as new language is adopted, it is recommended 
that all directional finger signs for businesses that are closed be 
removed in accordance with paragraph 7.7 (e). 

d. Subsection 7.8 regarding the Directional Map Sign: It is recommended 
that the subsection be redrafted to provide that all responsibility and 
ownership of the Directional Map Sign be situated with the Municipality 
and not the Chamber of Commerce. In addition, it is recommended that all 
businesses, local attractions, municipal facilities and those same entities 
located in the immediate rural areas surrounding the Municipality be 
listed and included in the map to be displayed in the Directional Map Sign.  

e. Subsection 7.11 requires correction to paragraph 7.11 (a) (i.e. “…(b 
though c)…”.  

f. Subsections 7.11 and 7.12 need to be clarified to properly reflect the 
various types of banners and flags in use in the Municipality for both 
commercial and non-commercial purposes. 

 



The Committee recommended that drafting instructions reflecting the above 
recommendations be prepared for submission to Council, along with draft language 
to replace the subsections of the By-Law deemed unacceptable by the Committee. 
 
 
7. Information 
None was presented outside of the Committee’s discussion. 
 
8. Work Session 
Not applicable. 
 
9. Next meeting 
To be determined. 
 
10. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:45pm. 


