
Environmental Advisory Committee 
Minutes 

January 12 t h, 2017 

 
Present: Councillor Steve Ireland, Shelley Innes, Anne de Gobeo, Gary Brown, Martin Cathrae, Carol 
Williams 
Absent: Silvia Blanchard, regrets Councillor Chuck MacInnis 
Guests: Public Works Manager Dave Powers, CAO John Regan 
 
Call to Order by Gary at 17:35 
 
Approval/Additions to Agenda: Anne adding some recycling suggestions. M/S Anne/Carol 
 
No pecuniary interests declared. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting were passed by email. 
 

Old Business 
 Styrofoam Usage – Shelley is talking with local businesses, currently about 12 of them, regarding 

the usage of Styrofoam packaging. The biggest issue is cost as expected. Shelley is setting up a 
meeting with her supplier to see about a group rate that local businesses could get in on to help 
alleviate the increase in costs. 

 Village Strategic Plan/Survey Update – Anne reports there are 4 priorities: Promoting Healthy 
Living; Building a Progressive, Growing Economy; Ensuring Efficient, Effective Services & Civic 
Engagement; Protecting Rural, Natural & Built Environments.  There is some discussion to 
reorganize committees based on the priorities. Only a discussion at this point. There will be a 
presentation to committee members coming up in February. EAC has three issues that are goals. 
Water quality and river management/protection; Build an ecologically-oriented beautification 
plan and waste reduction strategies. The plan is to come up with actual goals with the 
committees. 

 Landfill update – Public Works Manager reports that the new scale is in place, new employee as 
well. A garbage dumpster was added for convenience. Scrap steel bin moved as well to help 
reduce traffic. New fees are in place. Eliminated the cleanup passes. Weighing everything now, 
the better the metrics, the more able we are to get grant money. Construction & Demolition 
rate $125 a ton. Scale was $49000, a lot of installation was done in house so helped to keep 
costs down. Fee on brush has also reduced brush taken in. Gary brings up that the reuse center 
is further away and not as easily accessible. More signage would be a good option. Solar lights 
have been added to brighten it up. Size has been increased by moving the cardboard out. They 
hope to do some more work on it this summer. A cleanup is something we could consider doing 
as a group as well. We propose we’ll get something into the March Phoenix to let people know 
about the reuse center. Councillor Ireland brings up that some people have reported that it is 
hard to get the bags into the bigger garbage bin. Public Works Manager reports that people are 
encouraged to leave the bags and the people working there will bin them. In the future we’ll be 
getting a compactor to process the garbage. 



 Recycling signage Update – Public Works Manager reports that there is now new signage for the 
recycling bins. Maybe we need some public education on why the separation is important. We 
have an idea that we could go to the recycling center in Brockville for a field trip. A big kudos 
from the EAC to all involved for their hard work with the significant changes to the landfill. 

 Wood chipper potential – Public Works Manager thinks it is an expensive option to buy our own 
wood chipper. Regarding wood chipping, we are legally allowed to chip, but it has to stay on 
site, added to compost. Can’t go to public municipal trails or sell without testing. We will rent an 
industrial chipper and give it a trial. Already do some brush chipping in house for some PW 
work, they currently rent a chipper. Gary has a suggestion for maybe taking the chipper up to 
some empty land and letting people chip and take the results. Stumps are an issue at the 
landfill. Public Works Manager is envisioning renting an industrial size chipper with a shovel type 
unit feeding it for a day or two. Gary revises his suggestion to be more of a community run 
brush chipping day. Funding and liability could be an issue. Gary will investigate and report back. 

 Recycling bins Update – How is uptake on the bins – Ordered 1180, we’ve had about 108 picked 
up so far. Carol suggests a sign on a bin itself at the landfill to help advertise that the bins are 
free and available and to get yours before they are gone. 

 New Business 
 Federation of Canadian Municipalities – GMF Capital Projects – Anne reports that there is some 

potential for some funding from them for environmentally improving construction, retrofitting, 
etc. Anne will send it on to the CAO to see if there is anything that can fit into their projects. 

 Recycling Suggestions from Residents – Used Oil. We don’t currently deal with it, it’s hazardous 
waste. Canadian tire may take used oil back in approved containers. Ogilvies may take it. Anne 
will investigate and get the details so we can add the information to our web page. 

 
Next Meeting: Proposed to be February 23rd, 17:30.  
 
Adjournment: 18:50 M/S Martin/Shelley 
 


